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To our international students, welcome to HiGA from far and

abroad.We all welcome you from the bottom of our hearts.
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Ceremonial Address

The brilliant green and fresh air of a new season are all
around us, signalling that a new spring has come.

It is on a day such as this that I am pleased to hold the
fourth annual entrance ceremony for Hiroshima Global Academy
Junior High School, as well as the first annual entrance
ceremony for the Senior High School, and I am honoured to
welcome our guests, who have worked hard to make this event
possible.

Ideally, I would have liked to invite the many people who
have supported the educational activities at this school as
honoured guests, and to have heard their congratulatory words
at this event. However, as a representative of all those people,
we have been honoured by the attendance of Ms. Miho Takata,
Vice President of the PTA of this school, who will provide us
with a congratulatory address.

I would like to take a brief moment here to express my deep
gratitude to Ms. Takada.

In addition, we are being joined online by our partner
organizations, who supported the entrance of our new students
from different countries into our High School.

At this time I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation
to our partners for their careful support, from the students’
first entrance exams to their first voyage to Japan. Thank you
very much.

Also here today, on behalf of the founders of this school, 1is
Ms. Rie Hirakawa, Superintendent of Hiroshima Prefectural Board
of Education, who managed to attend this event amid her variety
of important duties to share her words of welcome.

I represent the students and teachers gathered here today in
expressing our sincere pleasure and gratitude for vyour

attendance.

I now express my congratulations to our 40 junior high school
students, and 48 senior high school students, who have been

admitted to our school.

To our parents and guardians, I would like to share my

heartfelt congratulations on your child’ s admission.



My thanks to all of you who have come to Osakikamijima from
Hiroshima Prefecture, or other parts of Japan, or from overseas.

I would like to welcome you from the bottom of my heart.

To our international students,
welcome to HiGA from afar and abroad.
We all welcome you from the bottom of

our hearts.

I have great expectations for all our students and faculty
members to learn and live together with you.

Our school is a dormitory—-based, integrated junior and senior
high school that opened in April 2019 with a bold vision, to
"foster leaders who can create a better future for their region
and the world no matter where they are, with the ultimate goal
of sustainable peace and development of society.”

The school promotes 1inquiry—-based learning using the 1B
Program as its main tool, and is accredited for MYP (Middle
Years Program) in the junior high school and for DP (Diploma
Program) in the senior high school.

I sincerely hope that the 40 new students who have entered
our junior high school will carry the torch of inquiry-based
learning that their seniors have 1it for them. I expect them
to demonstrate their creativity, and to acquire the ability to
know themselves and choose how they will demonstrate agency
with their education and actions at our school.

Our new senior high school students are facing a difficult
three—-year road ahead of them, with the goals of a high school
diploma and Diploma Program score on the horizon.

That road is made all the more difficult for never having
been trodden before, but that 1is the fate of the first
graduating class.

The image that each and every one of you leaves behind as you
face that long road of education will form the traditions and
culture of our school in the years to come.

I hope that you will work hard and challenge your fellow
students gathered here to do the same, to maximize vyour

potential, and to grow as IB students with a strong will and



the determination to open up new roads, leaving clear tracks
behind for future students to follow.

In the dormitory, vyou will begin life with friends from
diverse cultures with various experiences. You will leave your
parents and your home countries to live together in a new
environment.

We sincerely hope that you will all recognize and understand
the differences in each other’ s cultures and religions, and
grow into strong people who are always thoughtful, open—-minded,
autonomous, and strong in order to live a safe and secure life
in which each person is respected as an irreplaceable member of
our world.

To our parents and guardians: you will be entrusting vyour
precious children to us.

Our faculty and staff will nurture the students’ inquiry-
based learning using the IB and dormitory life to guide students
from different grades and cultures to learn as one communhity.

All faculty and staff will take responsibility for their daily
educational activities and support their dormitory life, so we
look forward to your continued support and cooperation with our
school.

Finally, if we cast our gaze outward at the global affairs
that surround us, we can see the loss of precious lives and
homes that should surely be living in peace. We can see many
people whose safety 1is under threat, who have taken refuge
overseas, who have been forced to live lives full of hardship.

Recently, our students, seeing the situation facing their
world, created a video appealing for peace with the aim of a
more peaceful society.

Our HiGA students, who aim to create a better future in the
city of peace that is Hiroshima, are ingrained with the strong
message that war cannot be overlooked, and I am delighted that
these students are growing up at our school.

I sincerely hope that all of you who entered our school today
will open the door to the wide world and walk the road of
education to a new future, as leaders who can create a better

world. And so, with faith that you will all grow stronger as



leaders who can create a better future for the world, I 11

humbly conclude this ceremonial address.
April 7'", 2022

Principal, Hiroshima Global Academy Junior and Senior High

School, Kazuhiko Fukushima



