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To our international students, welcome to HiGA from far away abroad.

We all welcome you from the bottom of our hearts.
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Ceremonial Address

We are now in the season of green trees, blooming flowers,
and abundant sunlight. On this beautiful day, when all life is
shimmering and glowing, I would like to express my heartfelt
gratitude to be able to hold the Fifth Entrance Ceremony for
Hiroshima Global Academy (HiGA) Junior High School and
the Second Entrance Ceremony for HiGA’s Senior High
School. I would like to thank the people who worked hard to

make these ceremonies possible.

In addition to those who have given their full support to our
school's educational activities, despite being extremely busy
with their official duties, I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to the following people:

Mr. Yukinori Takada, Mayor of Osakikamijima Town; Mr.
Hidetsuki Morishita, Secretary General of the Osakikamijima
Town Chamber of Commerce and Industry; and Mr. Keisuke
Hieda, President of our school's PTA. I would like to thank

all the guests of honor from the podium.

First of all, to all parents who have traveled from afar to
attend today's ceremony, I would like to express my
sincerest congratulations on the enrollment of your children.
I am sure that you all nurtured your children with deep love
and care. You must be overjoyed to watch them move onto

the next chapter of their lives.

I would also like to congratulate the 40 new students
admitted to our junior high school. Welcome to all of you
who have come to Osakikamijima from Hiroshima and from

all over the country. We are grateful to have you here.

I have the honor to welcome all 47 new students to HiGA’s
High School. I would especially like to express my sincere
gratitude to the international students who have come to
HiGA, not only from Japan, but also from different countries

around the world.



To our international students, welcome to HiGA.
We all welcome you from the bottom of our hearts.

Furthermore, the students who graduated from our junior
high school to our high school have become more
experienced through their studies and dormitory life. I'm
very impressed to see their faces brimming with confidence.
I sincerely look forward to their further growth in this

diverse environment.

Our school, which opened in April 2019, is an integrated
junior and senior high school with a boarding system. It has
the vision of "fostering leaders who can create a better
future for the community and the world, wherever they are in
the world, for the sustainable peace and development of

society.”

One of the characteristics of our school is that it promotes
inquiry-based learning using the IB educational program as
its main tool. HiGA is accredited for the Middle Years
Programme (MYP) for junior high school level, and the

Diploma Programme (DP) for senior high school level.

We hope that the 40 new students who have entered our
junior high school will continue the inquiry-based learning
style established by their seniors, and will also use their
creativity to refine the MYP, the pillar of learning in HiGA,

through practical application.

For incoming high school students, the next three years will
be very tough, as you will need both a high school diploma
and a DP score. Your individual commitment to learning will
become our school's legacy and tradition. In particular, the
DP program, which begins in January of your freshman year,
will be a real challenge for you. We hope that you will fully
demonstrate your management, coordination, and resilience
skills to meet the enormous challenges that will befall you.
We also hope that you will grow as IB students in the DP
program at HiGA.



I[’d like to refer to part of the press conference prior to the
launch of the spacecraft carrying Japanese astronaut Soichi
Noguchi and others in November 2020. At the press

conference, Mr. Noguchi said this:

I named Crew-1’s spaceship "Resilience”. Our desire is to
cooperate with each other in any difficult situation and
become a force (“resilience”) that can restore things to their
original state. Resilience means the power to recover from
difficult situations. Crew-1 was made up of a diverse group
of people. There was a Japanese person, a female astronaut,
an African-American, and a veteran military pilot. Noguchi
said, "We want to show the world that diversity makes a

team strong and resilient.”

Hiroshima Global Academy aims to create a learning
community where students can learn independently. Although

n

the word "community" has a broader meaning than the "team"
used by Mr. Noguchi. We expect our students to grow up as
strong, autonomous individuals in a diverse environment.
They will challenge themselves through the academic rigour
of the IB program, and by living together in our boarding
school. Like the members of Mr. Noguchi's Crew-1, 1
strongly hope each new student will continue to grow strong

and resilient.

Dear parents and guardians, we will take care of your
precious children from now on. We, the staff, will continue
to “polish” our students' skills through both the inquiry-
based learning strategies of the IB program and by
maintaining their dormitory life in harmony with students
from different grades and cultures. We are omitted to
supporting our students' daily educational activities and
dormitory life, and we ask for your continued support and

cooperation in the future.

Last but not least, Japan is currently facing many challenges
at home and abroad. The future is extremely difficult to

predict due to drastic changes in international affairs. These



changes include Russia's invasion of Ukraine, the worldwide
outbreak of the latest type of Coronavirus, abnormal weather
conditions caused by global warming, and rapid
technological innovation. Japan's declining birthrate and

aging population are also major challenges we must face.

It is precisely because we live in such an era that I strongly
hope all new students can withstand future changes.
Furthermore, I hope they will also be independent, and
contribute to a prosperous and peaceful world. This will be
learned and achieved by living and working in harmony with

those around them with sincerity.

I sincerely hope that today's newly enrolled junior high and
high school students will grow up to be leaders who can
create a better future for the world from Osakikamijima, and
those who can exercise leadership for the realization of a

peaceful world.

April 7", 2023
Kazuhiko Fukushima,
Principal of Hiroshima Global Academy



